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area council) have gotten together to select
a representative, while the other leagues in
that district were not involved. In a couple

of areas, the | eagues

together at all, hence the district has been
represented by a director nominated by a
single community league. The board also
has one vacancy.

h

I'n light of these diffi

re-organization task force recommended

{that elections be held at the AGM and if
necessary, at the fall Regular General
Meeting (RGM) as a fall-back to the district
election system.

The board accepted the task force
. recommendations at its meeting on March
13 and is recommending a bylaw change
to the membership at the April AGM. If
approved by the membership, the election
of as many as eight directors will take
place at the AGM.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
9 amto 12 pm, April 19
Westridge/Wolf Willow

Country Club
Community League Hall

Go Green!
AGM 2008 Theme

Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues
7103 - 105 Street, Edmonton, AB T6E 4G8

Phone: 780.437.2913
Fax: 780.437.4710

it



Structural and Energy Assessments For As

Little As $1,000

EFCL Launches Hall Audit

The Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues is
ready to launch its building audit program, where leagues
will be able to get a professional review of the structural
and energy efficiency assessment of their hall for as little
as $1,000.

A full description of the program will be presented at
an open house, which is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Tues-
day, April 8 at Rossdale Community League (10135-96

Community
Comment

Allan Bolstad
Executive
Director

Herebs a piece of advice
annual meeting at Westridge/Wolf Willow/Country Club/

Community League Hall on April 19. Hold onto your
hat!

It ds goi ng-hduowhibwend @ we rhotoe e

through a lengthy list of items.

fo

In keeping with our theme of i Goi ng Gweeen, O

will kick things off with a series of presentations on

Street). conservation measures open to community leagues.
AAny | eague that is | ooki This will include an in-depth look at both their buildings
conservation or wondering about the condition of their and their grounds. As part of this exercise, three
hall should take it in, 0 not eleaguesi Aspen Gardens, Strathcona and Riverdale i
Allan Bolstad. will detail the measures they have taken in recent

AThis program presents a

v e months and willissueafigr een

for |l eagues to get some s ol i coftheleaguesin Edmonton. There will be an official

The cost of the program is being subsidized in part by
the City of Edmonton, which has provided the EFCL will
$60,000 to help with Phase One of the program. All par-
ticipating leagues will be asked to apply for a provincial
Community Initiatives Grant, which will help cover the
rest of the cost.

The audits are expected to cost anywhere from
$6,000 to $12,000 to complete, depending on the size of
the community league hall.

Leagues with buildings under 5,000 sq. ft. in size will
be asked to pay $1,000 for the audit. Those with halls
between 5,000 sq. ft. and 7,500 sqg. ft. will be asked to
pay $1,200; those with halls between 7,500 sqg. ft. and
10,000 sq. ft will be charged $1,600 and those with halls
in excess of 10,000 sq. ft. will have to pay $2,000 to take
part.

The audit will give each league a good idea of the
money it will need for maintenance and repair in future
years and will also provide some suggestions for cutting
back on its energy bills.

Applications from leagues will be taken on a first-
come, first-serve basis. If the number of applicants ex-
ceeds the available funding, planning will start for a sec-
ond phase of the program.

Marius Veldtmann of Project Managers Inc., will be on
hand to make a presentation at the April 8 meeting, along
with John Bracegirdle, community liaison officer with Al-
berta Lotteries. Staff from A.D. Williams (the contractor
conducting the assessments) and EFCL staff will be on
hand to answer questions.
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press conference launching the initiative at Aspen
Gardens on April 16th at 10AM.

c htathéresh g e 0

Thanks to the cityds CO2RE

have over $5,000 in prizes lined up for the leagues
that take the green challenge.

Susan Penstone from Community Gardens will also
talk about the projects her organization is putting
together with some of our leagues.

The next big announcement involves both green

and gold . I dondt want to give

as you might have guessed, it involves the Edmonton
Eskimos.

The City of Edmonton wants to use the opportunity
to describe a major initiative it is about to launch,

entitled AGreat Neighborhoods

nei ghborhoods are us, wedre

that is all about.

We will also take a few moments to recap our
infrastructure program (remember the April 8 open
house at Rossdale Community League), the EFCL
talent show (set for April 10,11 and 13), the results of
our casino (April 12/13) and discuss our plans for a
major volunteer recognition event this fall.

I f all of that wasnét enoug

scheduled to close with the election of board members
and officers, something t
annual meeting in recent memory.

| could write another column explaining the reasons
behind it , but it will suffice to say that our restructuring
task force decided it was the only way to go when they
reviewed all of the problems associated with electing
directors at district meetings.

Get ready to rumble and
shaping up to be a most interesting meeting i and a

he I

t
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Planning
Matters

Brian Kropf

Strathcona Centre Community League
reqgisters official complaint

EFCL Concerned About
Zoning Bylaw E  nforcement

In the fall of 2007, noting the rapidly increasing level of
complaints by citizens and community leagues about
inadequate enforcement of zoning regulations and
development permits, EFCL registered its concern with the
City. More recently, Strathcona Centre Community
League took action in a different direction.

In a |etter addressed to the General Manager of
Planning and Development, EFCL President Shane
Bergdahl cited insufficient municipal resources and the

practice of a Acompl aint
if left unchanged, will substantially undermine public
confidence in Edmontonods

dri v

enti

development system.

On March 5, a City Planning & Development
manager contacted EFCL to begin talking about the
issue. Jeff Price, Director of Permitting and Licensing,
stated he intends to meet with EFCL and various
development sector organizations to find solutions to
the concerns raised by community leagues and the
general public. While no schedule was suggested, he
indicated he would like to develop a few proposals first
before entering into discussions. EFCL suggested
meeting early, to clarify the issues before building
solutions, and suggested some meetings should be
held with development sector representatives and
community league leaders together, for better
awareness and understanding of different perspectives.
We are awaiting Mr. Pri

In late March, the Strathcona Centre Community
League took the matter directly to the government of
Alberta, registering an official complaint and requesting
the Minister to intervene.

In a well documented and well organized
submission, the Community League drew attention to
the variety of zoning infractions and complaint
frustrations that even one neighborhood can encounter.
Strathcona Centre Community League Documents
Visit EFCL Website for a link to Strathcona Complaint
to be posted over the next week as soon as available.

Planning & Development Committee Information on Website

Communicating with Community Leagues

on City Issues

The EFCL Planning and Development Committee, an
advisory committee to the Edmonton Federation of
Community Leagues, has embarked on a goal to
improve the communication links to and with the 150
member leagues. Potential benefits range from raising
communi ty |
transportation and land use issues, to the more complex
exercise of fully engaging community leaders to
evaluate, develop positions and provide advice to City
Council and City administrators on major issues
affecting Edmontonods

In 2008 the Committee began posting the complete
agenda as well as the approved minutes of all its
meetings for public viewing. To have a look, go to

eader s6 vadear eness

E F C LRdasning & Development Committee web page.
Work is underway to expand this in future, to inform the
presidents and civics directors of all community
|l eagues on a regular basis
activities, and eventually to enable commentary,
diacbssiantand debdteyvia the internet.

Plans are being formulated to consult with
community leagues later this year on what kinds of
information they want to have and what forms of
communication and interaction would best ensure

nei ghb o dwimelyam dffective collaboration.
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http://www.efcl.org/documents/EFCLDocs/20071127EFCLconcern.pdf
http://www.efcl.org/ht_docs/EFCL_News/index.asp#PD

Affordable Rental Housing in Your Community

Secondary Suites and Garage Suites New Rules

I n December 2007 City Counci

approved the Edmonton Pl ann

increase opportunities for secondary and garage suites in neighbourhoods and remove certain rights for neighbouring
landowners affected by them. The effect of this first stage of their recommendations is to significantly increase develop-
ment rights in formerly low density residential zones. The second stage of rule changes is scheduled for September

2008.

Those interested in |earning

Application processes clarified, documented

mo r eSecarlarwSuites bhoehure.hanges can

read the Cit

d and improved

Better Ways for Public Involvement
in Planning and Development

Community League leaders may find dealing with the
City, land developers and builders on local planning and
development issues a lot easier to understand, much less
frustrating and a little less adversarial from now on.

Last year, the Edmonton Federation of Community
leagues in partnership with the Urban Development
Institute (UDI), the Edmonton area Home Builders
Association (CHBA) and the Edmonton Planning and
Development Department reached agreement on better
ways to inform and involve community leagues and the
public whenever controversial land development
proposals arise in their
Office of Public Involvement helped bring the parties
together to create better ways for people and
communities affected by such events to learn about them
and to participate in discussions about them. UDI and
CHBA representatives recognized that they too have a
stake in those processes and were instrumental in
supporting earlier stakeholder involvement, greater
transparency and better information sharing, all major
principles of the new approach.

All parties can articulate their
needs early in the process

Nigy

Community

City

‘i\"T

Developer
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To learn what to expect when encountering
proposals for rezoning, closures/sales of road
allowances and amendments to neighbourhood plans,
go to EFCLOs webistit &s tmoewipwb
involvement plan for planning applications.

To learn what to expect for development permit
deci si ons, go t o EFQLdsy owse bnsei
public involvement plan for development applications.

For the past half year, all City Planners and
Development Officers in the Planning and Development
Department have been expected to follow the public

n e i cinvolvement processes for all new applications they

receive. Meanwhile EFCL is pressing the four-party
group to monitor and evaluate the new processes so
that weaknesses may be identified and fixed, and
successes may be used to make even more
improvements.

Check our website for documents:
Public Involvement in Planning

Use a neutral facilitator
whenever necessary

L/——; . /’
‘% a8 j Developer

Community Facllltator

K " Planning &

Development


http://www.edmonton.ca/InfraPlan/CurrentProjects/Secondary%20Suite%20Brochure%20Feb%202008.pdf
http://www.efcl.org/ht_docs/EFCL_News/index.asp#PIP
http://www.efcl.org/ht_docs/EFCL_News/index.asp#PIP
http://www.efcl.org/ht_docs/EFCL_News/index.asp#PIP
http://www.efcl.org/ht_docs/EFCL_News/index.asp#PIP
http://www.efcl.org/ht_docs/EFCL_News/index.asp#IP

Il s Your Nei ghbourhood Missing Any Sidewal k Li nks

A Chance to Improve Your Neighbourhood

The City of Edmonton is working on a new Sidewalk Strategy to develop a way to prioritize construction
of missing sidewalk |links and potentially change the Cit"
Community Leagues and citizens are invited to take advantage of opportunities to influence that Strategy.
The project began in September 2006 when the Cityds con
practices from other cities across North America. A diverse stakeholder group was assembled to develop
principles for an Edmonton strategy. In March 2007, four public workshops gathered feedback on the
proposed principles and started to identify where there are missing sidewalk links. In this way Edmontonians
revealed why certain sidewalks are more important than others.
Stantec then designed a system to prioritize missing sidewalks and a few different financing options for
construction. In October 2007 the stakeholder group and the general public were asked to comment on the
suggested priority system and financing options; Stantec used that input to produce a draft for a new
Sidewalk Strategy. City staff are studying it and City Council will be asked to approve a final version in mid-
2008.
Since 2006 citizens and community leagues identified several hundred missing sidewalk links in more
than 60 different neighbourhoods. Have you and your community league identified sidewalk
deficiencies in your neighbourhood  ?
If not, the City is willing to provide more information and discuss the project with you. If you think your
residents could benefit from learning more about the Sidewalk Strategy, City staff can come to your
community league meeting. Call Aryn Machell at the Transportation Department (496-8139) for more
information or to schedule a session.
Or you can go to the Cityds WidelwalkiStrapegytorao rgpertta missinf or mat i on
or deficient sidewalk in your community.

Sidewalk Strategy
http://www.edmonton.ca/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS 0 0 288 222 0 43/http%3B/CMSServer/
COEWeb/roads+and-+traffic/plans+and-+initiatives/Sidewalks.htm

Report a missing or deficient sidewalk

http://www.edmonton.ca/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS 0 0 288 222 0 43/http%3B/CMSServer/
COEWeb/roads+and-+traffic/plans+and-+initiatives/Neighbourhoodinputforms.htm

West LRT Plans Ready for Public Review

EFCL is a member of a stakeholders advisory group create
high level planning study for the proposed LRT extension from Downtown to Lewis Estates. Based on the 2004 High
Speed Transit Study, the City completed its evaluation of alternative routes and is preparing to present the results to the
general public.

Open House meetings are tentatively proposed for locations along the corridor between the University Farm area and
Lewis Estates. Dates have not yet been confirmed but may be scheduled for Tuesday April 15, Thursday April 17 and
Saturday April 1Vest LRTGudy tvebsité foreonf@nation @ dates and locations.

West LRT Study

http://imww.edmonton.ca/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS 0 0 288 222 0_43/http%3B/CMSServer/ COEWeb/
roads+and+traffic/Irt+projects/West+LRT.htm
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http://www.edmonton.ca/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_0_288_222_0_43/http;/CMSServer/COEWeb/roads+and+traffic/plans+and+initiatives/Sidewalks.htm
http://www.edmonton.ca/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_0_288_222_0_43/http;/CMSServer/COEWeb/roads+and+traffic/plans+and+initiatives/Neighbourhoodinputforms.htm
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http://www.edmonton.ca/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_0_288_222_0_43/http;/CMSServer/COEWeb/roads+and+traffic/lrt+projects/West+LRT.htm

Councillors Caterina and Leibovici touch a nerve

Community Leagues Fight Back

Councillors Tony Caterina and Karen league president | have been asked by
Leibovici set off a storm of protest from the city to participate in all these things
community league leaders last month and more, 0 he said, no
when they questioned why the city would cilors should appreciate the feedback
fund lobby groups like the EFCL. they get instead of criticizing it.
Councilor Caterina took the issue one ACommunity Leagues ar
step further when he suggested that the thing to the electorate that puts folks like
EFCL fistick to sport s TonyCaerirmmt® offaeninthedirst-
tivities for childrenoplraactehhedr than get i n-
volved in planning and development is- Garth Williams, president of Blue
sues at city hall. Quill community league, said he takes
The two councilors made their com- fistrong exceptiono to
ments at a community services commit- Leibovici and Caterina.
tee meeting at city hall, where EFCL ex- AiShoul d we as communi
ecutive director Allan Bolstad and EFCL idly by while the landscape of the area in
vice-president David Gibbens were mak- which we live and play (and for which we
ing a presentation on behalf of Edmon- pay taxes) is changed, or should we get
tonds 150 community | eirvgved ask the tough questions and
ilt | ooks | ike they wwokwihdourtresidents andihe sity to
into a hornetds nest , Oensure BFEECKI¥EIchdadeT L
executive director Allan Bolstad. iThe answer seems qui
iThe response has beee.pretty dr a-
mati c. 0O Cassandra Haraba, vice-president of
Within days, a flood of letters poured Grovenor community league, noted that
into the Edmonton Journal and the coun- city policy C110 recognizes the commu-
Be sure to catch cilorsd offices, pr ot ensittiyn gl etahgeu es tsatnrcuect ur e
Susan Penstone of the taken by the two councilors. nism for debate of area concerns and
Community Garden EFCL pr_esident Shane Bergdahl was prgsentation of views and recommenda—
Network one of the first off the mark. tions to council .o
AiObviously, these t wo Gouncilmauidbedreaking a policy it
atour AGM need a history | esson,passed pearly 80aybals age if indectddd,
noting the key reason community in 2008 that it wanted the right to
leagues started 90 years ago was to rep- imuzzle the people, 0 s
resent their members at city hall. Following the flurry of letters, the
ACurrently the | ar ge &FCL has affered $o meet with cogncil-
community leagues are planning and ors Caterina and Leibovici to further ex-
devel opment . 0o plore their concerns and see what can
EFCL director and Evansdale com- be done to reach a mutual understand-
munity league president David Dodge, ing.
writing on behalf of seven community It has also sent each of them a copy
leagues in Area Council 17, noted that it of the book fAEdmontond
is the city that is constantly asking com- |l ages, 0 a history of t
munity leagues to comment on a long list league movement in Edmonton, written
of issues, including traffic plans, zoning by former EFCL president Ron Kuban in
changes, building applications and rec- 2005.

reation plans.
Aln my three terms as community
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Issue to be debated at AGM

EFCL Explores Charitable Status

The Edmonton Federation of
Community Leagues has its eye on
charitable status as a way to
broaden its financial base.

hel p. o

Initial discussions with the
organi zeros
Thomsen, have suggested that
the EFCLOs best
obtaining charitable status would
be through the establishment of a
sister organization, which could
contract the EFCL and its member
leagues to do charitable work.
This work would include a variety

The organization believes the ability
to offer a tax receipt would
encourage donations from both
individuals and corporations, which
the provincial government intends
to match through its recently-
announced Community Spirit

Program. of educational services and the
provision of recreational

Alt would be wond e henilies, bsftwo W@mpteds u | d

find another way to access

noted EFCL executive director It appears unlikely that the EFCL

Allan Bolstad. could obtain charitable status for
. itself, given its role as an
ARi ght now wedr e heddcac)/Idbby@upe ndent

on the City of Edmonton, and there

is only so much the city can do to Miller Thomsen has estimated the

CRCs comment on issues facing leagues

Volunteer Burnout Tops The List

disappear, meetings can be
poorly attended and they seem to
be alwaysre-i nventi ng
¢ o mm ©On Feb.y1, the EFCL invited
all of the
supervirossdorae epenin@use,
where it asked them to list the top
two issues facing leagues in their
area.

Other issues cited included the
shortage of funds i particularly for
building maintenance and
renovations 1 facing leagues,
along with the time it takes to
respend te aity igfeymation
requests and oppose unwelcome

Heavy demands coupled with a
shortage of helping hands is the
top issue facing volunteers with
Edmontonés 150
leagues, according to a survey of
the citybds Communi
Coordinators (CRC).

Deluged with a list of activities
that includes sports programs, hall
renovations, grant applications, tax
returns, city surveys and
consultations i not to mention
crime prevention, school closures,
bingos, casinos and other
fundraisingi and it o6s | it
that leagues are finding it difficult
to recruit new board members. developments in the

iOne | eague t el | sneighkomood (pawn shops, adult
members that their hardest task in entertainment complexes, high-
their two-year commitment will be density projects).

to find their repl acleer@peaepleiyn atiendance
CRC noted in the report. were also asked to comment on
AfThe sense of fun can

| egal

cityos

legal expenses for preparing and
registering the appropriate
documents will probably run
between $10,000 and $15,000. T

p 1 A wide range of organizations,
from the University of Alberta, to
the Capital Health Authority and
the Edmonton Oilers have started
foundations in recent years to do
charitable work. The Edmonton
Public School decided to join the
list at a meeting last month.

The EFCL approved a motion at

dol | ar s, Citslastboard meeting that asks

the membership to endorse this
initiative.

The motion will be debated at the
organi zationds
general meeting.

April

the services their leagues most
need from the EFCL.

Advocacy on planning issues,
templates for community league
operations (i.e. hall rentals,
bylaws, rink maintenance),
sharing information between
leagues and promotional
programs to attract more
community league members
topped the list.

The EFCL also used the open
house to bring the CRCs up to
date on upcoming federation
programs, services and
challenges.

Responding to the positive
interest expressed by those in
attendance, the EFCL committed
to holding the open house at least
once each year.

tt
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EFCL To Meet With Public School Board
School Closures and

Joint Use Agreement on Agenda

The Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues value of community league space that is provided for
has decided it is time to sit down and discuss some free to the schools, 86 noted
difficult issues with the Edmonton Public School Board. Cocquyt.

Topping the list of concerns are school closures and AWhy dondt we get any credi
development of a new joint use agreement that governs Cocqyt noted that many community leagues
the rental of school space by community groups. provide their outdoor rinks, playgrounds and

fiEach school cl osur e ser i ousometimes the hallitself to nearby school groups, free
ability of the affected neighborhood to maintain a strong of charge. All of these facilities cost the league money
community network and a vi ab tobuildand continue to cost the leagues money to
noted EFCL executive director Allan Bolstad. operate, she said.

il't also sends a strong si g Committee members also noted how much more
families that the affected neighborhood has seen its difficult it is to deal with the public school board than
day and is not a good pl ace theseparate school board, given the greater authority

A number of community leagues, including given to individual school principals in the public
Woodcroft, Ritchie, High Park, Newton and Grovenor school district. Often this has made it very difficult to
have banded together to try to convince the board to access public schools and has lead to last-minute
reverse its long-standing practice of closing older cancellations of booked space.
schools. They have called upon the EFCL for help. It has also left community users quite confused

The EFCL has also decided it is time to raise some about the ground rules for rental space, as they tend
of the concerns expressed by its joint-use committee. to vary dramatically from school to school.
The commi ttee was struck at al

meeting and has been reviewing the manner in which
school space will be rented in the future.

ANowhere in the agreement d
Branding in the not -for -profit sector Finance & Accounting for
Napcy Critchley , Director of Qommunjcatipns yvith Non -Profit Organizations
United Way of the Alberta Capital Region, in this one- . _ o
hour power session on branding in the not-for-profit sec- Ap”! 29, 08, 1 - 5:00 p.m. Edmonton Public Library,
tor. Whitemud Crossing branch, 4211 - 106 St.,
Date: Monday, April 7, 2008, 11:30am. Course topics address accounting, internal controls,
!_ocatipn: University of Alberta, Main Campus, Comput- bus. planning, budgeting, payroll, GST, reporting to
ing Science Centre 3-33 (3rd Floor) Cost: $10.00 per CRA & the Alberta Government. Registrations are

person Advance Registration is Required. edmonto-

) limited to one person per organization.
niabc@yahoo.ca. p p g

Details www.cassfraser.ca
Quality of Life Commission

Keep Your Community A Social Justice Talk

Cleaner, Safer, Brighter (Iean Up Monday April 07, 2008

The City of Edmonton launches its third 7:00 p.m. (Free Admission)

year of the Capital City Clean Up Adopt-A “ EPL - Stanley A. Milner Library, Edmonton Room.
-Block volunteer program city-wide. Each . .

summer since 2006, hundreds of Edmontonians from across Gaming Information for

our city have volunteered to brighten-up their community by

patrolling sidewalks, parks and schoolyards to collect litter. Charitable Groups

The efforts of volunteer Block Captains have resulted in keep- The next GAIN session in Edmonton is scheduled for

ing 2200 city blocks (thatdés 21 8lomlay Gmeb2dram headsn) The oeatklsenoy s har p
and removing over 4,000 bags of litter from neighbourhood Proceeds session is scheduled for Tuesday, April 29

streets. For more information on the Adopt-A-Block program from 7-9 p.m. For more information

visit the website, call 944-5470 http://www.aglc.gov.ab.ca/gain.gain_schedule.asp


http://www.cassfraser.ca/
mailto:%20edmontoniabc@yahoo.ca
mailto:%20edmontoniabc@yahoo.ca
http://www.edmonton.ca/capitalcitycleanup




